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Gathered as a community living in God’s love we serve all people, care 

for the earth and embrace the work of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Faith Lutheran Church will be recognized as a community of spiritual growth,   

a gateway for environmental stewardship,  

a creator of partnerships and an advocate for social justice and peace. 
 

       May 2020 
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

N35 W6621 Wilson Street, P.O. Box 246, Cedarburg, Wisconsin  53012 
Office Phone 262-377-0960 

Website - www.faithlutherancedarburg.com; Email – faithchurchkathy@gmail.com 
 
  

STAFF 
Pastor - John C. Norquist 
Office Manager - Kathy Thiele 
Bookkeeper/Office Assistant - Judy Gronbach 
Organist / Pianist- Stephen V. Hibbard 
Celebration Director - Stephen V. Hibbard 
Financial Sec. – Esther Rusch/Cindy Dellegrazio 
Treasurer – Leo Buser 
Custodians - Gary & Kathy Gilstrap 
 
 

OFFICERS 
 
President – Al Gresch 
Vice-President – Tom Sear 
Secretary – Joe Dorr 

 
 

COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES 
 
Church in Society – Joyce Caldwell,  
         Esther Rusch 
Executive Committee – Al Gresch,  
Education – Joyce Caldwell 
Evangelism – Joe Dorr 
Finance Advisory – Al Gresch, Tom Sear   
Land Use – Tom Sear, Joyce Caldwell,  
           Esther Rusch 
Music & Worship – Tom Sear, Amanda Gresch 
Personnel Committee – Al Gresch 
Property – Tom Dennison, Jeff Milam 
Stewardship – Esther Rusch,  
Trust Funds – Joe Dorr, Tom Sear 
  

Humble yourselves therefore 

under the mighty hand of 

God… 

  1 Peter 5:6 

 

Throughout the Easter 

season our Sunday readings 

include excerpts from 1 Peter.  Themes of 

encouragement in the midst of suffering offer a 

fitting basis for our celebration of Jesus’ victory 

over death in an anxious and fearful time.  Peter 

concludes that humility is the most appropriate 

expression of this great power, encouraging 

Christians to “clothe yourselves with humility in 

your dealings with one another”. 

 

What you wear expresses your identity without 

words, and perhaps even more than words.  

Things like a uniform or personal style convey 

distinct meaning to a wide audience.  They 

communicate your purpose and character.  

Humility is different than dishonor or shame.  It 

has been described as “using your strength for 

the benefit of others” and its practice sends a 

powerful message of hope and encouragement.  

Like the clothing you put on each day it reflects 

choices and intentionality in how you face the 

world. 

 

Even as Jesus was exalted from the grave, God 

promises grace to all who discover their vocation 

in loving service.  In the midst of suffering you 

http://www.faithlutherancedarburg.com/
mailto:faithchurchkathy@gmail.com
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are invited to cast your anxiety on the one who 

cares for you, to practice self-discipline and 

vigilance, to resist the devil and find solidarity 

with all who suffer anywhere.  God is working 

through you to restore, support, strengthen and 

establish a new creation realized in the victory of 

love.   Through this crisis we are discovering 

what that new creation can look like, and I’m 

grateful to be part of this work with you. 

 

God’s peace, 

Pastor John 

 

† † † † † † † † 

 

 
 
  
 
 

 
May 3 – Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 2:42-47 
 Psalm 23 
 1 Peter 2:19-25 
 John 10:1-10 
 
May 10 – Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 7:55-60 
 Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
 1 Peter 2:2-10 
 John 14:1-14 
 
May 17 – Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 17:22-31 
 Psalm 66:8-20 
 1 Peter 3:13-22 
 John 14:15-21 
 
May 24 – Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 1:6-14 
 Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 
 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
 John 17:1-11 
 
May 31 – Day of Pentecost 
 Acts 2:1-21 or Numbers 11:24-30 
 Psalm 104:24-34, 35b  

 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 or  
         Acts 2:1-21 
 John 20:19-23 or John 7:37-39 
  
 

 

FUN FACTS FROM THE OFFICE 

 
Over 50% of the world’s 

population lives within 60 

miles from a sea coast. 

 

 
 

Biking for Bucks  
If you signed up to give to 

Pastor’s Biking for Bucks 

Fundraiser, he rode 75 miles in 

March.  Please send your check 

mark Biking Fundraiser or give through Tithley, 

for Bike Fundraiser.  If you need to know how 

much you signed up for, please call the office. 

 
 

VIRTUAL MEETINGS AT FAITH 
Our congregation now has a Zoom 
account enabling anyone with a 
computer or device with a camera to 
participate in remote meetings. It is 
also possible to participate by 
telephone. We've already used it for 
Bible studies, committee meetings 
and even the Sunday morning forum 
time!  If your group would like to 
convene a meeting using Zoom, let 
Pastor John know and he can 
schedule it when you would like and 
send an invitation to your participants. 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR Jim Groehler (LaVerne Gresch’s nephew), 
Sara and her daughter Aimee (neighbors of Marcia and Bob 

Guse), Emily Elert, Shirley Burmeister, Rev. Erik Jelinek (Joe 
& Dottie’s son-in-law), Daniel Warnimont (LaVerne Gresch’s 

great grandson), Al Anderson and his daughter Missi (good 
friends of Schwengel’s and Dorr’s), Rita Huglen (Cindy Dellegrazio’s sister-in-law), 
Nathan Baggett (Ellie Anderson’s son), Karrie (cancer, friend of Kelly Dennison), Dick 

and Ellen Haynes, Retta Strehlow, Susan Sear (Tom’s sister) Diane Uden (friend of 
Ellie Anderson), Nancy Thiele, (cancer, sister-in-law of Chuck & Kathy), Ron Schmid 
(friend of Dennison’s), Rev. Dale Erickson, Vickie (co-worker of Tom Dennison), 

Margaret Radke, Chris Grissum (LaVerne’s granddaughter’s boyfriend), Gwen & Wally 
(friends of Kathy Thiele), Jeanie (good friend of Carol Coutts), Marilyn Hagerman, BJ & 

Sherry Kumbie (friends of Al Gresch), Renny Rappold, Lois Van de Boom, Pat 
Verhalen, Arlene Ziemer ( Joyce Caldwell’s mother) Oscar (Tom & Dianne Connors 
grandson); for all those in mission work, especially Pam Alarcon, Karen Puhl; for local 

churches, especially Advent, Immanuel, St. John and Trinity; for all those effected by 
the Coronavirus, Nurses, Doctors, First Responders/EMT, especially Nurses:  Robyn 
Baken, Carol Christie, Jenny DeAngelo, Trisha Halberg, Jenny Wittenberg, Amy 

Norquist, Alexx Polum, Lynn Wagner, Brenda Brill, Jenny Findlay, Miranda Van do 
Loo; Doctors:  Daniel Hagerman, Boyd Miller, Nathan Norquist; EMT/Ambulance:  Eric 

Butler, Tom Schoofs, the Zarlings, Peter Pautz.  
 

 

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † 
 

May Mission of the Month – Crossways Camping Ministries 

The Mission of the Month for May is Crossways Camping Ministries.  

Crossways is a multi-site outdoor ministry organization rooted in the 

ELCA, offering year-round faith-based programming for children, youth, 

families, and adults in northeastern Wisconsin.  

Our congregation has sent many kids for Confirmation Camp to one of their camps located at 

Pine Lake as well as several adults who have participated in crafting retreats there.   With the 

Coronavirus outbreak occurring now, Crossways has been hit very hard.  All Spring Retreats 

had to be cancelled resulting in no revenue for Spring of 2020.  They are planning and hopeful 

that they will be able to have summer camp in some capacity but that is still up in the air.  For 

more information about Crossways, you can go to crosswayscamps.org or follow them on 

Facebook.  Thank you for your continued generosity! 
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In the coming days, many taxpayers will begin to receive Economic Impact Payments 

from the IRS. This unexpected windfall is truly a blessing. For those of us who have lost 

incomes during the COVID-19 outbreak, these payments will provide needed relief. 

If you are in a position to do so, we encourage you to consider making a gift when your funds 

from the IRS arrive, and to invite others in your congregations to do likewise: 

 SUPPORT YOUR HOME CONGREGATION. One of our pastors compared their current 
economic situation to the “summer slump” in offerings. 
  

 PROJECT LUNCHBOX. Outreach for Hope will fund lunches for families at five partner 
ministries located in food deserts. For $39, you can provide lunch to a family of 4 for an 
entire week! 
  

 OFH COVID-19 RELIEF FUND. Unusual times call for unusual generosity. Donations 
received before June 1st will be distributed as stimulus checks to ministries serving low-
income communities in southeast Wisconsin—so that they can continue to provide life-
giving services during and after the pandemic. 

GIVE NOW to PROJECT LUNCHBOX and the OFH COVID-19 Relief Fund. If you prefer to 

write a check, please make your check payable to “Outreach for Hope,” indicate which program 

you are supporting, and mail it to the Greater Milwaukee Synod office at 1212 S. Layton Blvd., 

Milwaukee WI 53215. If you have any questions or would like more detail, please contact 

Michael Groh, Interim Executive Director of Outreach for Hope, at 414-807-0750 

or mike@outreachforhope.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
May 1, 1987       Darrel and Shelley Blank  33 years 

May 11, 1991     Carl & Cindy Ball    29 years 
May 18, 2013     Tom & Cory Schoofs        7 years 
May 22, 1965     Bob & Marcia Guse   55 years 

May 24, 1975     Tom & Joan Dorsey   45 years 
May 24, 1997     Jeff & Amy Fischer   23 years 

May 27, 2017     Kyle  & Alexis Polum    3 years 
May 27, 1972     Norm & Marsha Williams  48 years 

 

 

 

https://milwaukeesynod.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c6d21aa5be1cc74cb40ac034&id=e9cb8d2381&e=905e26a654
https://milwaukeesynod.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c6d21aa5be1cc74cb40ac034&id=c11734e0fe&e=905e26a654
https://milwaukeesynod.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c6d21aa5be1cc74cb40ac034&id=4d10505c49&e=905e26a654
https://milwaukeesynod.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c6d21aa5be1cc74cb40ac034&id=3a28dbf045&e=905e26a654
https://milwaukeesynod.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c6d21aa5be1cc74cb40ac034&id=313cc248bc&e=905e26a654
mailto:mike@outreachforhope.org


 5 

President’s Message: 
 

Hello Fellow Faith Family Members! 

 

Who could have predicted the unprecedented situation we’re all in right now? And yet, God always finds 

a way to care for His own. So much is continuing to happen at Faith despite our physical distancing. 

We’re continuing to worship and enjoy fellowship using technology. We’re reaching out to each other in 

ways none of us expected we would. In my own family, we’ve been making use of an application called 

House Party that has allowed us to intentionally connect more than we ever had before. Various members 

of our congregation are making calls to check in on family, friends, neighbors, and other members just to 

make sure they’re OK and ease some of the feelings of isolation. God is good! If you want to join worship 

and/or the Zoom fellowship following the services and haven’t been able to, please contact the church 

office or call me directly and we’ll figure out a way to get you connected. 

 

As a leadership group, we’ve developed a set of goals that are tied to the 4 main desired outcomes in the 

vision we created last year. They are: 

 

 Goal #1: Expand Faith’s visibility and accessibility within Faith Lutheran Church and the 
community with the Gospel message of love and hope 

 Goal #2: Broaden engagement with Faith Community Pathways and Westlawn Woods to the 
benefit of the congregation, the community, and our Lord 

 Goal #3: Develop, expand, and celebrate existing and new partnerships to serve God and all in 
need 

 Goal #4: Broaden engagement within and beyond the Cedarburg community around social justice 
and peace 
 

We held an All-Committees meeting to share and discuss these and each committee is now discerning 

how they will support the goals. Each of the tactics developed will have a specific way to measure 

whether we’ve been successful in achieving them in 2020. I’m very excited and pleased with the level of 

engagement and the incredible work that’s being done to not allow this pandemic to get in the way of 

God’s work! 

 

Financially we are a bit behind in our giving, which is understandable. Yet many have signed up to do on-

line giving. Checks are being mailed in and some have committed to donating their stimulus check to 

Faith or other organizations who are in need. That is incredibly inspiring, and I plan to follow suit. Leo 

Buser is planning to schedule a financial update within the next month and we will also be mailing out an 

update ahead of time.  

 

This is an incredible family we are part of and I am so proud to be associated with a loving and caring 

community who lives out Christ’s example in so many ways. I look forward to being together again soon. 

I can’t hug you through Zoom! 

 

God’s Blessings to you, 

 

Al Gresch 
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In the wake of the Covid-19 crisis, come study the Book of Matthew in Eastertide with an 
incredible teacher. During the Easter season ChurchNext  (a resource of the Episcopal Church) will 
offer a free, live course called Introducing Matthew with Vicki Garvey. 
Vicki is a respected teacher and author and former Canon for Lifelong Education at the Episcopal 
Diocese of Chicago. She has led workshops across the United States and internationally on Bible 
study, and we are very blessed to have her teaching this class.  

Here’s how it works: from April 23-May 28, every Thursday night at 7 p.m. Central Time, participants 
will click on a link to a Zoom classroom to listen to Vicki Garvey’s live talks about Matthew Gospel 
and to ask questions/participate in discussion. Course materials will be available on an online 
ChurchNext course page. We will also post recordings of the class meetings on the course page, so 
don’t worry if you can’t attend every class meeting. 

 

Donate Blood and Be a Hero!  

Because it is critically important to maintain an adequate blood supply, 

Versiti Blood Center of Wisconsin is continuing to hold blood drives, and 

has implemented additional protocol for sanitizing, scheduling and social 

distancing. The community is welcome and encouraged to give blood at a 

blood drive hosted by Trinity Lutheran in Cedarburg (N60 W6047 Columbia Road) on Saturday, May 16 

from 8:30am-12:30pm. 

Anyone who is at least 17 years old (16-year-olds can donate with parental consent), weighs a minimum 

of 110 lbs. and is in generally good health can donate blood. The entire process takes about an hour, and 

all blood types are needed. By donating just one pint of blood, you have the potential to save up to three 

lives.  

Appointments are preferred, and donors should bring a photo ID. To sign up for your lifesaving 

appointment, call 1-877-BE-A-HERO, contact Jill Klitz (377-6074, djklitz@milwpc.com) or reserve a 

spot online at bit.ly/trinitymay2020. Thank you! 

If social distancing is keeping you from purchasing your Mt Meru Premium Coffee from the narthex 

display at your congregation, please remember that coffee can be ordered online at our website.  

 

Even though narthex displays throughout the synod include wonderful project information presented by 

your congregation’s ambassador you will find our website very informative. 

  

 www.mtmerucoffee.org 

FREE SHIPPING ON ORDERS OVER $15.00  
EXTENDED TO 

UNTIL MAY 31st 
  

You can stay up to date at our Facebook page 

Facebook.com/MtMeruCoffeeProject  

https://churchnext.intercom-clicks.com/via/e?ob=H8YOP9lkBeruLKP98WxI1mZHokSGyFRO0M0UfPwCDGy3UHYmQN2rjiloXFclMmxowc0DHk3bKwSApupaztqbxSvgkynJSjKawLBVao9VlMHTAAiobGo28PniB89bIscb&h=f525e500026c5df76ff1b17381edd591cf567615-c0f1c8a06508adf88781e5cdc6c4e1dc97b0dd87_26554177752&l=72a95a1e1a61ab5620080a6fdc15a5ebd4acb39a-3009217
http://www.mtmerucoffee.org/


 7 

FAITH TRUST FUNDS:  OUR LEGACY  

 

TODAY --- TOMORROW --- THE FUTURE  
 
May 2020 
 
With the coronavirus now affecting all aspects of our daily lives, the church is finding new ways 
to continue our work, given the strong leadership provided by Pastor John Norquist, Council 
President Al Gresch, and many others in our congregation.  And, so it is with the Trust Funds 
Committee, which recently conducted its first ever remote (zoom) meeting using our home 
computers.  It is likely that this will be our approach for the foreseeable future.  Although we 
miss seeing our friends up close, the positive news is that remote / zoom meetings are rather 
fun and easy to conduct, and broadly embraced by church members.  When life gives you 
lemons, make lemonade!   
 
Now back to the topic at hand.  At the February 28th deadline, we had received nineteen 
benevolence grant applications and nine scholarship applications, making 2020 a very busy and 
active year for the Trust Fund Committee!  With a vote of the committee at our “March” meeting 
(held on April 2nd via zoom), the $33,000 allocated to benevolence grants and scholarships was 
split as follows: benevolence grants ($20,000), occasional grants ($3,000) and scholarships 
($10,000).  With $2,500 in scholarship funds held over from 2019, the total budget for 2020 
scholarships is $12,500.   
 
The 9 scholarship applications included five individuals who were given scholarships in the past, 
and four individuals who were applying for the first time.  It was decided to give first time 
applicants a slightly higher allocation ($1,500), as compared to the amount given to those who 
received a scholarship in the past ($1,300). [(5 x $1,300) + (4 x $1,500) = $12,500] 
 
As for the benevolence grants, a rating system was developed and applied to rank the nineteen 
applications, which allowed a preliminary distribution of the $20,000.  This distribution will be 
discussed, modified as necessary, and approved at the April 22nd Trust Fund meeting.  The 
occasional grant budget ($3,000) may be used later in the year, should there be an approved 
request. 
 
These times are certainly challenging, but the work of our church goes on.  In fact, given the 
many hardships brought on by the virus, the work of the Trust Fund Committee is now more 
important than ever.  Given our financial resources, we are blessed to have the opportunity to 
help so many in these strange times.   
 
Thank you. 

 

 

Faith now has a You Tube channel called "Faith Lutheran Church, 
Cedarburg" where you can participate in our ministry by video, and you 
can stay connected through the Facebook group "Faith Families". 
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Sunday Morning Discussion Group 
The Adult Education Committee has been hard at work from our homes planning opportunities 

for us to learn together while apart.  Our Sunday morning discussion group held two Zoom 

meetings in April and is planning more for May.  While we do not yet have a firm schedule for 

the May meetings, three or four of the Sundays will be devoted to a discussion of the Greater 

Milwaukee Synod’s Common Practices of Leadership, Learning, Innovation and Prayer.  Some 

of you may recall that we had discussions around the common practices of Generosity and 

Showing Up late in 2019.  These were lively discussions, and we received positive feedback 

from them.  Further, they are very compatible with a virtual format!  Look for details on the 

schedule in the upcoming weekly newsletters.   

 

In this Safer at Home time, we are also trying a new Bible study offered through Zoom by 

ChurchNext.  This began on April 23 and is continuing each Thursday night through May 28th.  

But, don’t worry if you missed the first few, you can go watch them on the ChurchNext website, 

churchnext.tv.  If people are interested, we can convene a group from Faith via Zoom to discuss 

the lectures and material.  The course is FREE but you do need to create an account with 

ChurchNext to access the lectures.  If you need help getting set up, contact any member of the 

adult education team (Joyce Caldwell, Ellie Anderson, Pam Gergens, Terry Groh and Linda 

Peterson).   

 

Here are more details from ChurchNext: 

In the wake of the Covid-19 crisis, come study the Book of Matthew in Eastertide with an 
incredible teacher. During the Easter season ChurchNext  (a resource of the Episcopal Church) 
will offer a free, live course called Introducing Matthew with Vicki Garvey. 
Vicki is a respected teacher and author and former Canon for Lifelong Education at the 
Episcopal Diocese of Chicago. She has led workshops across the United States and 
internationally on Bible study, and we are very blessed to have her teaching this class.  

Here’s how it works: from April 23-May 28, every Thursday night at 7 p.m. Central Time, 
participants will click on a link to a Zoom classroom to listen to Vicki Garvey’s live talks about 
Matthew Gospel and to ask questions/participate in discussion. Course materials will be 
available on an online ChurchNext course page. We will also post recordings of the class 
meetings on the course page, so don’t worry if you can’t attend every class meeting. 

https://www.churchnext.tv/library/live-course-introducing-matthew-with-vicki-garvey/126555/about/ 

 
 
 
If you would like to give a donation for the geraniums 
that are planted in our gardens, please mail your check 
to the church, be sure your envelope states that it’s for 
geraniums or you can give through Tithley, indicating 
that it for geraniums.  Thank you!!! 

 

https://churchnext.intercom-clicks.com/via/e?ob=H8YOP9lkBeruLKP98WxI1mZHokSGyFRO0M0UfPwCDGy3UHYmQN2rjiloXFclMmxowc0DHk3bKwSApupaztqbxSvgkynJSjKawLBVao9VlMHTAAiobGo28PniB89bIscb&h=f525e500026c5df76ff1b17381edd591cf567615-c0f1c8a06508adf88781e5cdc6c4e1dc97b0dd87_26554177752&l=72a95a1e1a61ab5620080a6fdc15a5ebd4acb39a-3009217
https://www.churchnext.tv/library/live-course-introducing-matthew-with-vicki-garvey/126555/about/
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With the Cure for Cabin Fever 2020 in our shadow, we’d love for 
you to start saving your Rummage items for the sale next year!!  
Our annual event has been and continues to be a very rewarding 
financial and social occasion and a wonderful opportunity to 
introduce and share our church with hundreds of visitors. We are 
confident this WILL take place next February!!  Let us keep 

moving our Faith Forward!!  We accept mostly everything except adult clothing and electronics.  
Please save your items and bring them to church during office hours or on Sunday, AFTER the 
Safe At Home order is lifted or further notice.  DO NOT BRING ANY RUMMAGE ITEMS 
BEFORE SAFE AT HOME IS OVER.  Thank You!   
 

 

 
To Vonna Pitel for paying for  our new railing s at the office 

and narthex  doors  and to Sandy Stelter for paying for the 
installation, from Bobôs memorial money.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

5/2 Kyle Downey 
Cynthia Hoogester 

5/6 Joan Dorsey 

5/7 Braden Baken 
5/8 Darrel Blank 

5/10 Bradley Diamond 
5/13 Logan Baule 
5/15 Alisa Norquist 

5/20 Wanita Bach 
5/21 Chad Williams 
5/23 Aaron Gresch 

5/25 Bryan Krueger 
5/30 Matthew White 

5/31 Carl Ball 
 

 

 

LIVING LUTHERAN  
We are renewing the subscriptions to the 
Living Lutheran magazine.  Because we are 
subscribing as a group our individual cost is 
$12.00 for the year, as opposed to a much 
higher amount if you were to subscribe 
individually. 
 
$12.00 is a bargain for a magazine that 
brings you inspirational and timely articles 
as well as humor and news from around the 
ELCA and the world. 
 
If you are able a contribution of any amount, 
specifically $12.00, would be appreciated 
toward our group cost.  You may place it in 
the Sunday offering or send or bring it to the 
church office anytime.  
 
If you do not wish to receive the magazine, 
please notify Judy in the church office and 
she will remove your name from the list. If 
you aren’t receiving The Living Lutheran and 
would like to, please let the office know. 
Thank you and enjoy reading! 
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Faith Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes  

April 15 t h , 2020 6:30 pm  
 
Attending: Pastor John, Al Gresch, Joyce Caldwell, Tom Dennison, Joe Dorr, Amanda Gresch, Tom 

Sear, Esther Rusch, Jeff Milam, Leo Buser  
 

Excused:   
 

Mission:  Gathered as a community living in Godôs love we serve all people, care for the earth 
and embrace the work of the Holy Spirit.  
 

Vision: Faith Lutheran Church will be recognized as a community of spiritual growth, a 
gateway for environmental stewardship, a creator of partnerships and an advocate for 

social justice and peace.  
 

I.  Meeting was  call ed to order by Al Gresch at 6:30 p.m.  Joe D led a devotion on Chapter 5 of 

1 Peter. Among the discussion points was our need be strong but humble leaders during 
times of suffering.  Pastor led us in prayer.  

 
II.  On a motion by Esther and a second by Joyc e, the minutes from the March 12 regular 

meeting were approved with minor edits.  QUESTION: Council  also had meetings (Goal 

Setting )  on Mar 28 and Apr 2.  Do we need to approve minutes from those as well?  Sorry for 
not raising this earlier.   

 
III.  Treasurerôs Report ï Leo Buser:  

a.  Monthly Financial Update  

i.  YTD congregation giving is behind budget by over $5,000.  
ii.  YTD expenses are about $1,900 below budget.  

iii.  The Covid crisis makes it difficult to know right now what this will mean for the full year.  
We will have to watch carefully when things return to ñnormalò. 

b.  CARES Act Loan  

i.  Faith applied and was approved for approximately $24,000 in a federal  Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP) loan.  We are very grateful to Leo Buser and Bob Guse for  

moving on this so quickly , sinc e the federal funds allocated have already been used up.  
This loan will be forgiven to the exten t that it replace s employee compensation over 2.5 
months.  Pastor noted that this extra cash will allow us to continue our planned 

ministries and not pull back  on our generosity to those in need.   But regardless of  this 
financial windfall, we need to encourage members to stay true to their planned giving.  

ii.  The CARES Act allows for a 2020 charitable deduction of up to $300 above and beyond 
the standard deduction.   

iii.  For those who itemize, the CARES Act also lifts the 60% of AGI limit for cash donations 

made in 2020.  We need to educate all members about these changes.  
iv.  We will reserve the May 3 forum time for the Q1 financial report to the congregation.  

This may inc lude a recording from Leo as well as a Zoom meeting to allow Q&A.  Details 
TBD.  

 
IV.  Pastorôs Report:  In addition to his written report, Pastor added the following comments: 

a.  Thanks to everyone for being ñchurch together ò during this difficult time.  He is pro ud of our 

entire congregation.  
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b.  In addition to Facebook Live, Faith is making very good use of YouTube.  Pastor feels we can 
take even greater advantage of this to enhance our (internal and external) outreach and 

communication.  
c.  In addition to the partner m inistries mentioned in Pastorôs report, Outreach for Hope is also 

looking  for additional funds during this difficult time.  
d.  Also related to our partner ministries, Tom S stated that, due to COVID crisis, Faith did not 
send a meal to St Benôs in April.  He recommended that we send St Benôs a check for the 

amount we would normally spend on one month of St Benôs groceries. A motion was made 
by Joe D and seconded by Tom S to send St Benôs a check for 1/6 of our annual St. Benôs 

grocery cost (exact amount to be c alculated by Judy G).  Motion was approved.  We may 
revisit this later in the year if St Benôs remains closed. 

 

V.  Mission & Vision Visibility Update: Council is in agreement about the need for keeping our 
Mission and Vision posted prominently in and around o ur building.  Terry Groh is open to 

creating signage but needs guidance on what we want and how much to spend.  Joyce C 
raised the question of where such funds might come from.  Possible sources mentioned were 
the Music & Worship budget and Thrivent Action  Grants . We need to give Terry ideas and 

guidelines and then let him be creative.  S ome s uggestions :  Make indoor  items portable; 
possibly  create two movable items for inside and a more permanent item for outside; 

Highlight our mission on one item and our v ision on two items; a sign on the former volleyball 
poles; Parking lot art; Hanging a sign from the arch  (gateway to the woods) .   

 
VI.  New Connection & Ministry ideas  

a.  Pastor commented on the power of storytelling via videos.  He suggested that people who 

have  stories to tell might use video to tell their stories.  We might be able to get guidance 
from Maia Thompson for producing videos.  Other related ideas included:  Al & Amanda 

recording music; Comments from Joyce and Tom Christie; Challenge of the week for 
messages from members; Videos of the children of our congregation to keep us all in touch 
with them.  

b.  Two ideas from the Evangelism report also would qualify as new connection ideas.  (1) Team 
members are preparing to reach out to members to share their fa ith and to encourage 

others to do the same.  (2) The team also plans to invite our area ELCA congregation 
partners to a joint Evangelism meeting to share ideas and possibly partner on future efforts.  

c.  Also qualify ing as New Connections , t he group studying R econciling in Christ has also been 

making calls.  
d.  We are reminded that council members have agreed to share their own stories.  

     
  VI.   Committees/New/Old Business:  

a.  Property Management ï Tom D., Jeff M.: No written report.  Tom D reported that the two 

entryway railings are now done.  The next project will be drafting a policy for donations of 
physical property.  Al G also asked that the PM committee address the question of how their 

2020 efforts will contribute to 2020 council goals.  
b.  Stewardship ï Esthe r: Written report submitted. Q1 Statements will be going out and will 

include a cover letter emphasizing generosity along with a pew envelope.  She also 

expressed a desire for Thrivent members to apply for Action Grants and to consider directing 
their annu al Thrivent Choice dollars.  

c.  Land Use ï Tom Sear, Joyce, Esther: No Report  
d.  Trust Funds ï Tom Sear, Joe Dorr: Written Report Submitted  
e.  Education/Church in Society ï Joyce: Written Report Submitted.  The committee will resume 

scheduling specific topics into forum times, via Zoom during the COVID crisis.   
f.  Music and Worship: Amanda, Tom S: No recent meetings  
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g.  Evangelism ï Joe Dorr: Written report submitted.  Special items were also discussed and 
documented in item VI .b.  above.  

h.  Church in Society -  Esther: The So cial Justice Book group will meet via Zoom on April 23 to 
discuss the book Rescuing the Gospel from the Cowboys.  

i.  Personnel Committee ï Al: Committee will meet on 4/16 with the main discussion be 
finalizing the job description for the new position of FCP activities  Coordinat or . 

j.  On a motion by Tom S and a second by Esther R, the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.  

 
Next Meeting: May 13 @ 6:30 p.m. via Zoom unless informed otherwise . 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Often when we lose all hope & think this is the end,  
remember God and pray, itôs just a bend, not the end. 


